
A retreat ministry is born



JAMES YEATMAN 
1818 – 1901

President of Merchant’s Bank
Founder of the Mercantile Library

Co Founder of Bellefontaine Cemetery
Co-Founder of Washington University

Founder of the Western Sanitary 
Commission, forerunner of the Red 

Cross



The Marianist 
move to St. 
Louis County in 
1949 with the 
purchase of 
Woodcliff and 
over 130 acres.



Provincial offices & 2nd Novitiate moves in to Marycliff



The search for property leads to back
Glencoe mid 1960’s



Dedication Day, October 1, 1967



The original 
chapel on 
Dedication 
Day



Founder and first 

Director, 

Bro. Eugene 

Myerpeter, SM, on 

dedication day.





Bro. Myerpeter, 
with students from 

McBride, 1969



In the beginning, mostly youth retreats

1969, Incarnate Word                     1973, Vianney



Marianist were the first retreat directors



1979 - 1980



Marianist move to Marycliff



Youth Team Formed



1983 - Bro. Mel transforms the chapel



Youth team conducts as many as 
56 retreats a year



Increase in adult, women, Holy Week, Advent 
and directed retreats



Now more adult retreats than youth retreats



Various denominations begin having 
retreats at MRCC

Bethany 
Fellowship 

2011



Today a variety of church and non-profit 
groups use our retreat center

Contemplative
Outreach groups 

have been making 
retreats at MRCC 

for years



Over 100,000 people served in 50 years!

You never 
know who will 

drop by MRCC.

Our Lady of 
Guadalupe 

teachers and 
friend!













CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF SERVICE TO GOD’S PEOPLE
January 28, 29:  Hearts of Mary Retreat 
February 16: “History Comes Alive!” Celebrating our local history, 6:30pm to 8:30pm (See page 3 for more info.)
March 22: “With Mary toward social Justice,” Lenten program at St. Mary’s High School. 
April 7, 8, 9, Palm Sunday Retreat: Lenten reflection based on our Catholic Heritage .
May 6: Trivia de Mayo Evening
May 19, 20, 21: The Brand New Day Retreat
June 2, 3, 4: Nature Wandering as Spiritual Practice Retreat
July 14, 15, 16: Embraced by God Retreat
August 13: Family BBQ with the Board, staff, family and friends
September 17: “Family of Mary” Event at MRCC

October 8: The Marianist Family Festival! The BIG event, Sunday 
afternoon, 2pm to 5pm, celebrating 50 years to the week. Music, 
booths, games, scavenger hunts, story telling, a Clydesdale and a 
rededication ceremony!

November 18: Thanksgiving Celebration / fried chicken meal and a live Broadway review show for all who have contributed to 
our ministry. (1pm to 5pm)
December 3: Advent Concert with David Kaufmann at St. Joseph’s Church in Manchester. 7pm. David, a well know liturgical 
composer from San Antonio, Texas, is a graduate of Chaminade High School and was very active in the initial ACTS retreats in 
St. Louis.



Be still here



Be still here



With Mary, to 
engage in the religious, 
spiritual and educational 
development of all God’s people!


